Minutes of Mission Township Park Committee Meeting
September 23, 2026 
 
The meeting was held at Mission Park at 3:00 p.m.

Present:  Committee members present were Jim Peterson, Michael Blassey, Jim Strampe, Bob Steele, Dave Baker, and Tim Moody.  Also present was Greg Junker.   


Tractor/Mower:  Bob shared information on the new John Deere mower and ATV that are being purchased for the park.  They should be arriving soon and will be delivered to the park.  The existing tractor and attachments are being traded in with the purchase.  Bob was also able to secure a $3,000 grant from Sourcewell to help fund the purchase.    

Security:  There was an attempted break-in of the equipment shed during the summer.  The committee discussed the possibility of adding a security system at the park.  Dave and Jim will look at various options.

Fall closures:  The committee agreed to start closing/shutting down some of the amenities on October 19 which is fairly consistent with the prior years.  Jim will post a notice in the message board about the closures.  This includes the water, nets on the tennis and pickleball courts, disk golf, and other items.  Two of the three bathrooms will also be closed for the winter again.  After discussion, one tennis net will be left up throughout the winter for late fall and early spring play.  Greg Junker mentioned there is a group of tennis players who play regularly depending on weather conditions.  The gates to the pickleball courts will be locked.  
 
Tree trimming and other maintenance:  Prior to the meeting (morning of) the committee helped clear some of the trails of branches with the assistance of Rob Saunders and his woodchipper.  This has been done every year for the past few years and improves the condition and sightliness of the trails.  The committee very much appreciates Rob’s assistance and use of the woodchipper!  Also discussed was a ground mowing of the sides of the trails to ensure they don’t become overgrown.  Michael will continue to try to contact Gary Norwood to get a bid on this work.  Michael will also try to contact a contractor to get a bid on tree trimming with the use of a lift for use on the paved trail, around the parking lot, and in other areas.  Bob and Michael will inspect the pollinator garden this fall and determine whether to mow it.  
 
Pickleball reservation system:  There was discussion about the current reservation system and Dave mentioned the cost of Court Reserve was increasing.  Participation in the reservation system was significantly down this past year and the committee agreed to no reservation system for 2027.  There are significantly more pickleball courts in the area which are likely contributing to the decreased use of the reservation system.   Michael indicated it would be good if there was a standing reservation on Friday mornings for “Mission Township Women”.  

Other matters:  Michael raised the possibility of having an early summer “root beer float” social once again in 2027.  Bob indicated that would need to be approved at the annual township meeting in March so he will discuss at a future board meeting and again at the annual meeting.

