[image: Mission Township, MN logo with a serene lake and a serene town.

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]	Mission Township
29474 County Road 3, PO Box 126, Merrifield MN 56465
 missiontownship.org
Town Clerk: 218-765-4377 or missionclerk@gmail.com 

September 14, 2026

SENT VIA EMAIL

Gary Griffin, Director
Crow Wing County Land Services

SUBJECT: Tax Forfeit Property Land Sales Process – Parcel 77270512 on Upper Mission Lake

Gary,

Recently we had conversation regarding a tax forfeit parcel (77270512) located on Upper Mission Lake.  In August of 2018, the Mission Town Board received notice that the County Board was considering classifying the parcel as “non-conservation” which is required prior to offering it for sale per MN Statute 282.01.  Prior to doing so, the local city or township must first approve the classification and intended sale, with a failure to respond being considered approval.  Our understanding is the town board at that time did not respond to the notice.  The county board subsequently classified the parcel as “non-conservation” and it was placed on the sale list.  However, the property did not sale and for some time was removed from the list at the request of the Highway Department.  Recently Land Services re-listed it for public auction.

Our concern regarding the process is that while the single notice in 2018 met the requirements of the statute, much transpired in the intervening eight years that might have suggested a second look prior to re-listing the parcel for sale.   Among factors that might have been considered are a wholly new town board; a new commissioner for District 2; Mission Township’s new strong focus on land use management; Crow Wing County’s Comprehensive Plan revision with a stronger focus on water quality; and the formation of the Mission Lakes LID.  These factors by themselves may not have changed the outcome, but if considered, would have engaged the key stakeholders prior to re-listing the parcel.  We’ve attached a letter dated August 21, 2026, from the Mission Lakes Association which speaks to the importance of this parcel for the health of Upper Mission Lake.

We respectfully request that the county review the process and consider if a “second look” might be useful if a parcel has been listed but unsold for a few years.  It would allow the current stakeholders who are accountable to their constituencies the opportunity to weigh in on the potential sale.  In our view there would be no harm should such a policy be implemented. 

Thanks for reviewing our request and we look forward to your response.

Regards,
MISSION TOWN BOARD
Jon Auge, Chair									C: Commissioner Lubke

August 21, 2026

SENT VIA EMAIL

Mission Township
29474 County Road 3
P.O. Box 126
Merrifield, MN 56465

SUBJECT:   Parcel #77270512 Auction of tax-forfeited property on Upper Mission Lake by the county 

Dear Board Members,
Mission Lakes Association became aware of a tax-forfeited parcel of land, Parcel # 77270512 being offered for auction by CWC Land Services. The parcel of land is adjacent to property purchased by Mission Lakes Association in 2000. The property borders the Mission Creek which flows into Upper Mission Lake and includes lakeshore/riparian acreage.
We believe this property, parcel #77270512 is sensitive to the ecology of Upper Mission Lake – which is listed as “protect” in the One Watershed/One Plan for the Mississippi River drainage.
On July 30th, Mission Lakes Association emailed Chris Pence, Environmental Services Manager and Melissa Barrick, District Manager at CWC Land Services to ask if alternative options were available for Mission Lakes Association and the newly formed Mission Lake Improvement District, Land Services and the DNR to consider.
On August 5th, Chris Pence replied back to our inquiry stating he had shared our request with CWC Land Services Director, Gary Giffin and County Administrator Debby Erickson and it was decided to keep the parcel in question on the auction and available to the highest bidder.
The property straddles a “creek” which empties under County Road 109 thru a culvert into Upper Mission Lake. Recent and previous phosphorus levels of this effluent have been high – likely as a result of the large wetland it drains. Further addition of possible nutrients by development of this property appears counter to the “protect” status of Upper Mission Lake as outlined in the One Watershed/One plan documents. Financial constraints prevent the ability of the Mission Lakes Association, or the newly formed MissionLID to purchase this land.  
In 2000, Mission Lakes Association purchased the land across the road from this parcel, Parcel # 77270515 which is about 4.5 acres, that also straddles the creek, in order to prevent development there. A large portion of Parcel #77270512 also appears to be wetland and inappropriate for sensitive lakeshore development.  Clemson Levelers were installed in this area years ago to prevent recurrent damming by beavers and submersion of a portion of County Road 109. 
In summary – we believe the sale and possible development of this parcel to be detrimental to the ecological health of Upper Mission Lake, and a better result would be for this property to be placed in a conservation easement or similar – consistent with the One Watershed/One Plan effort. 
Given the above mentioned concerns, we are requesting your assistance and guidance in this matter. 
Thank you for your consideration,
Submitted on behalf of the Mission Lakes Improvement District and the Mission Lakes Association.

John Zoia, President
Nick Bernier, Board Member
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