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Mission Township 
29474 County Road 3, PO Box 126, Merrifield MN 56465 

 missiontownship.org 
Town Clerk: 218-765-4377 or missionclerk@gmail.com  

Mission Township Board of Supervisors Meeting 
September 14, 2026, at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 
 

This meeting will be in person at the Town Hall and on-line with Zoom.  If attending in-person, please silence your 
cell phone and limit private conversations.  Meeting materials are usually available for viewing on our website 
prior to the meeting and a copy is available at the board table. 
 

Item Topic Facilitator/Presenter Type 
1.0 Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call Jon Auge  
2.0 Approval of the Agenda Jon Auge Motion 

3.0 
Open Forum 
 Citizens may address the board on any non-agenda 

item for up to 5 minutes per speaker. 
Jon Auge Information 

4.0 Presentations 
 Crosby-Ironton Schools Update 

 
Rick Aulie, Superintendent 

 
Update 

5.0 

Consent Agenda 
Items are considered routine and reviewed in advance by 
the board.  Any supervisor may request separate discussion 
and action on any item.   
 Approval of minutes – August 10, 2026 
 Approval of claims 
 Accept Crosslake Police Report 
 Review & Action – Town Correspondence 

All Motion 

6.0 

Town Operations Reports 
6.1 - Clerk  
6.2 –Treasurer 
6.3 - Cemetery 
6.4 - Fire Department 

 Equipment maintenance agreement 
 Resolution No. 2026-12 

6.5 - Park/Park Committee 
 Equipment purchases status 

6.6 - Planning & Zoning 
 Phillips Variance – 31511 Old Bridge Road 

6.7 - Roads/Roads Committee 
6.8 - Transfer Station 

 Bids to demolish/remove shed 

 
Naomi Scott 
Kari Alcock 
Erik Lee/Naomi Scott 
Chief Mattheisen 
Chief Mattheisen 
Bob Steele 
Bob Steele/Jim Peterson 
Bob Steele 
Jon Auge 
Jon Auge 
Jon Auge/Dave Hauser 
Erik Lee 
Erik Lee 

 
Report 
Report 
Report 
Report 
Update 
Motion 
Report 
Update 
Report 
Motion 
Report 
Report 
Motion 

7.0 

Updates & Action Items 
7.1 - Town Hall Building Maintenance Update/Quotes 
7.2 – Website Redesign Project 
7.3 – Letter to Chris Pence on Parcel 77290629 
7.4 – Letter to Gary Griffin on Tax Forfeit Land Sales        
Process 
7.4 - Planning Commission Membership 

 
Erik Lee 
Jon Auge/Naomi Scott 
Jon Auge 
Jon Auge 
 
All 

 
Update 
Update 
Motion 
Motion 
 
Update 
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8.0 Announcements All Information 
9.0 Adjournment Jon Auge Motion 

 
 
 
Future Meetings: 

Meeting Date Time Location 
Annual Road Inspection 10-07-2026 10:00 AM Town Hall 
Roads Committee Meeting 10-08-2026   5:00 PM Town Hall 
October Regular Town Board Meeting 10-12-2026   7:00 PM Town Hall 
Fire Department Monthly Meeting 10-13-2026   8:00 PM Town Hall 

 

Future Action Items: 
Timing Action Owner 

August Verify 2027 Levy has been certified with CWC (Due by 9/15) Scott 
September Schedule DOT inspection & annual maintenance for plow truck Auge 

 

2026 Key Initiatives: 
Key Initiative Timing Status 

Amend Subdivision Ordinance to Strengthen local controls Q3-26 - Study completed 
- Amendment in-process 

Plan for Treasurer replacement Q4-26 - Interim treasurer appointed 
- Ballot initiative approved & filed 

Redesign township website Q4-26 - Proposal accepted-work in-process 
Review & revise cemetery policies Q4-26 - Pending 
Resolve North Horseshoe Lake Road cul-de-sac Q1-27 - Awaiting attorney input on options 
Update Comprehensive Plan Q2-27 - Region 5 process underway 
Explore digitization of town/cemetery records Q2-27 - Pending 
Develop 2027-2031 Capital Improvement Plan Q2-27 - Pending 

 

 

  























Mission Township Regular MeeƟng Minutes 
August 10, 2026, MeeƟng - 7:00pm - Mission Town Hall    
 
Present – Chair Jon Auge; Supervisor Bob Steele, Supervisor Erik Lee, Treasurer Kari Alcock, Fire Chief Bret 
MaƩheisen, Clerk Naomi ScoƩ, Park CommiƩee Member Jim Strampe and Park Maintenance Worker Tim 
Moody.  No one parƟcipated via Zoom.  
 
1.0 Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance & Roll Call – J. Auge called the August Regular Township MeeƟng to order 
at 7:00 pm.  All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll Call - all board members were present.  
 
2.0 Approval of the Agenda – MoƟon by J. Auge to approve the agenda as presented, second by E. Lee. Voice 
vote with all Supervisors voƟng aye. MoƟon passed.  
 
3.0 Open Forum - No comments were received. 
 
4.0 PresentaƟons - None 
 
5.0 Consent Agenda – Items are reviewed in advance by the board, and any supervisor may request discussion 
of any item.   

 Approval of minutes – July 13, 2026, July 14, 2026, and July 30, 2026 minutes approved as 
presented. 

 Approval of claims – Total = $31,979.50. 
 Accept Crosslake Police Report 
 Review and acƟon – Town Correspondence – None for acƟon. 

MoƟon by E. Lee to approve the consent agenda, second by E. Lee. Voice vote with all Supervisors voƟng aye. 
MoƟon passed.  
 
6.0 Town OperaƟons Reports – WriƩen reports available on the township website. 
 6.1 Clerk - Reviewed report. 
 6.2 Treasurer – Reviewed report.   Budget charts show spending is below budget. 
 6.3 Cemetery.  Verbal report. 

6.4 Fire Department – Reviewed report.  Discussion about insurance for Fire Relief Bouncy House at 
the 8/15/26 Fire Department Open House. Not likely covered under town’s policy, but Chair Auge 
will check with MATiT. Center picnic on 8/22/26, the Fire Department will be doing a 
demonstraƟon. Breezy Point Firefighters ConvenƟon on 9/17-9/19, three firefighters would like 
to aƩend. B. Steele made a moƟon to approve registraƟon for up to four members to aƩend, 
second by J. Auge. Voice vote with all Supervisors voƟng aye. MoƟon passed. $20,422 was 
donated to the Fire Relief AssociaƟon from their recent solicitaƟon mailing. DNR payment of 
$31,893.75 was received by the township as reimbursement for the Flanders Fire. Chief 
MaƩheisen requested the Board terminate firefighter Jon Bachman for lack of aƩendance.  B. 
Steele made a moƟon to terminate Jon Bachman, second by E. Lee. Voice vote with all Supervisors 
voƟng aye.  MoƟon passed.  
 Equipment maintenance agreement postponed to next meeƟng. 

6.5 Park/Park CommiƩee.   
 Crack sealing of the tennis courts deferred to Spring as the contractor is unable to complete 

the work at this Ɵme. Jim Strampe suggested acknowledging Park Volunteers in upcoming 



NewsleƩer which will be addressed by B. Steele.  B. Steele conƟnues to explore grants for the 
equipment purchases approved in July by the Board prior to making the purchases.  

6.6 - Planning & Zoning – Reviewed report. 
6.7 - Roads/Roads CommiƩee – Reviewed report. Anderson Brothers work will be done by the end of  
       September.  

6.8 - Transfer StaƟon 
 Request for bids to demolish/remove the shed will be posted on the website. Discussion 

occurred on security at the Park and Transfer StaƟon based on minor vandalism and 
unwanted entry.  Will be considered at a future meeƟng. 

            
7.0 Updates and AcƟon Items 

7.1 – Town Hall Building Maintenance Update/Quotes.   
 GuƩering in front of Fire Department and west side of Town Hall and roof water damming in 

valleys will be addressed this year. 
7.2 – Website Redesign Project Contract. The Board reviewed the proposed contract.  J. Auge moved 
approval of the contract, second by B. Steele. Voice vote with all Supervisors voƟng aye.  MoƟon passed. 
7.3 – ResoluƟon 2026-11 Governing Write-in Vote CounƟng.  The chair presented the proposed resoluƟon 
which covers how write in votes are recorded for town elecƟons going forward.  B. Steele moved adopƟon 
of resoluƟon 2026-11, second by E. Lee. Voice vote with all Supervisors voƟng aye.  MoƟon passed. 
7.5 – Planning Commission Membership. The Board discussed the value of expanding the Planning 
Commission membership.  It was suggested we might solicit names in the Fall newsleƩer. 
 

 
8.0 – Announcements.   
 
9.0 Adjournment – J. Auge made a moƟon to adjourn the August 10th, 2026, Regular Township meeƟng, 
second by B. Steele.  Voice vote with all supervisors voƟng aye.  MoƟon carried and the meeƟng was 
adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
 
Respecƞully SubmiƩed, 
 
 
_________________________                                                   ______________________________________ 
Naomi ScoƩ, Clerk                                                                         AƩest: Jon Auge, Chair 
 
**********August minutes are unapproved unƟl the September 14th Regular Township MeeƟng ********* 
 
 
  



DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescripƟonVendorDate

9/14/2026 To 9/14/2026Date Range : 

9/11/2026Claims List for ApprovalMission Township

$29.0011464Mileage ReimbursementKari Alcock09/14/2026
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $29.00100-41125-331-

$929.5011465I#0404377(7/18/26-8/14
/26) & 
I#0401752(6/6/26-7/17/
26)

Bolton & Menk, Inc.09/14/2026

R & B ADMINISTRATION $929.50420-43050-303-

$228.5811466Invoice #11493901 Town 
Hall September phone 
and internet

CTC-44612609/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $228.58100-41125-321-

$405.9011467Invoice #10829CWC Highway 
Department

09/14/2026

Fire AdministraƟon $405.90225-42210-231-

$940.5111468July & August Electric for 
Town Hall and Park

Crow Wing Power09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $823.59100-41125-381-
Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$116.92229-45010-381-

$2,472.4211469Credit Card - All receipts 
included

Elan Financial Services09/14/2026

Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$72.00229-45010-309-

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $417.44100-41125-201-
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $540.00100-41125-318-
Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$19.99229-45010-220-

Fire AdministraƟon $700.00225-42210-233-
Fire AdministraƟon $722.99225-42210-201-

$2,855.2711470Invoice #18285 Fire Hose 
TesƟng

Fire CaƩ, LLC09/14/2026

Fire AdministraƟon $2,855.27225-42210-238-

$602.7211471Invoice #PS-INV104109 
2027 Dues

Minnesota AssociaƟon of 
Townships

09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $602.72100-41125-355-
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescripƟonVendorDate

9/14/2026 To 9/14/2026Date Range : 

9/11/2026Claims List for ApprovalMission Township

$304.0011472118658-WebhosƟng, 
Domain name renewal & 
Website 
Training/Updates

Midwest CapƟons09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $304.00100-41125-309-

$7.3811473Reimbursement for Park 
Supplies

Timothy Moody09/14/2026

Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$7.38229-45010-235-

$1,548.0011474Invoices: #1389-$399; 
1391-$399; 1396-$399 
Hybrid Courses

Northpoint Emergency 
Training

09/14/2026

Fire AdministraƟon $1,548.00225-42210-233-

$262.0011475Invoice #15312 Fire I 
MaƩheisen & 
Wolkenhauer

Minnesota Fire Service 
Cert Board

09/14/2026

Fire AdministraƟon $262.00225-42210-233-

$2,560.0011476#2132. Cemetery June, 
July & August mowing, 
8/19 CremaƟon & 
Maintenance

OpƟmal Yardscapes, LLC09/14/2026

Cemetery $260.00100-49010-405-
Cemetery $2,100.00100-49010-390-
Cemetery $200.00100-49010-406-

$5,355.0011477Spring Mowing of 
Ditches

M&R Services09/14/2026

R & B ADMINISTRATION $5,355.00201-43050-390-

$797.5011478Invoice # AugustSaehr ConsulƟng09/14/2026
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $797.50100-41125-319-

$118.0511479Clerk Reimbursement for 
August media and 
mileage

Naomi ScoƩ09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $47.00100-41125-321-
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $71.05100-41125-331-
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescripƟonVendorDate

9/14/2026 To 9/14/2026Date Range : 

9/11/2026Claims List for ApprovalMission Township

$420.0011480Order #1587954 Flanders 
Fire Pullovers

The Tee Hive09/14/2026

Fire AdministraƟon $420.00225-42210-229-

$2,229.0011481Bill Number 1530 & 1602Town Law Center PLLP09/14/2026
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $2,125.00100-41125-304-
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $104.00100-41125-304-

$193.3611482SanitaƟon 
AdministraƟon Invoice 
68X03094

Waste Partners, Inc.09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $55.27100-41125-395-
SanitaƟon AdministraƟon $109.98100-43210-395-
Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$28.11100-45010-395-

$103.6511483Statement #983931604 - 
July & August Gas Bill

Xcel Energy09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $103.65100-41125-383-

$398.4011484Mission Township 
6329000 PERA

PERA-Public Emp 
ReƟrerment Assoc

09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $398.40100-41125-121-

$90.1011485Mn State Taxes & MN 
Leave-Paid Electronically 
via PPI

MN Dept of Revenue09/14/2026

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $24.46100-41125-136-
Fire AdministraƟon $10.00225-42210-125-
Fire AdministraƟon $36.22225-42210-136-
Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$6.60229-45010-136-

ElecƟons $12.82100-41410-136-

$2,022.7011486IRS-Paid electronically via 
Paper Plan-it

IRS-Internal Revenue 
Service

09/14/2026

ElecƟons $297.52100-41410-125-
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $567.64100-41125-125-
Fire AdministraƟon $1,004.40225-42210-125-
Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$153.14229-45010-125-
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescripƟonVendorDate

9/14/2026 To 9/14/2026Date Range : 

9/11/2026Claims List for ApprovalMission Township

$10,792.7011487Payroll-Direct 
Deposit-paid 
electroncally via Paper 
Plan-it

Payroll09/14/2026

Fire AdministraƟon $4,867.19225-42210-103-
Clerk & Treasurer $1,680.22100-41430-103-
Council/Town Board $948.43100-41110-103-
Culture-RecreaƟon 
AdministraƟon

$896.73229-45010-103-

SanitaƟon AdministraƟon $552.07100-43210-103-
GENERAL GOVERNMENT $60.73100-41125-103-
ElecƟons $1,787.33100-41410-103-

Total For Selected Claims $35,665.74$35,665.74

DateErik   Lee Town Supervisor

DateJon  Auge Town Supervisor

DateRobert  Steele Town Supervisor
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Clerk’s Report-September 14th, 2026 

 Claims #11464 to #11487 totaling $35,665.74 
 PO Box 327, Fire Relief Box is still receiving mail for Mission Township including 

invoices from CWC Highway Department, F.I.R.E and Mn Fire Service Certification 
Board. These have since been updated to PO Box 126. Clerk did not get these invoices on 
time to get MFTBE reimbursements before the 7/8/26 cut-off time. 

 16 page document from CWC regarding Sealed Bid Auction for Timber Appraisals will be 
available at the 9/14/26 Board Meeting. 

 Hybrid billing from NorthPoint Emergency Training will be paid in advance. Training 
includes materials and seat in the class that are provided before the final training date(s). 
This is also a NorthPoint policy. 

 I’d like to purchase 2 bar stools for the roster Election Judges from Amazon for $75. 
 Fire Chief and Clerk Bell Bank credit cards have been received and are in use. 

Clerk’s Correspondence includes: 
 Clerk Certification of Levy to Crow Wing County, p 1-2. 
 Consolidation of Mission Township tax parcels by Crow Wing County starting in 2027, p 3. 
 Correspondence from Couri & Ruppe regarding pricing, p 4. 
 State v Makowski, p 5-11.  
 Fire Training and MBFTE Reimbursement Process, p 12. 
 CWC Association of Township Officers 

o October 28th, 2026 Fall Meeting Notice, p 13. 
o October 28th, 2026 Meeting Agenda, p 14. 
o April 29th 2026 Meeting Minutes, p 15-16. 
o Letter from Chris Pence regarding Administrative Decisions and the Land Use 

Ordinance, p 17. 
 
 
 
Naomi Scott, Mission Township Clerk 
 
  



Treasurer’s Report – September 14, 2026 Board MeeƟng 

1. Beginning Balance: $1,434,177.11 
a. Receipts:  $546,618.66 
b. Disbursements:  $301,871.19 
c. Ending Balance:  $1,659,138.30 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

AUGUST 2026 MONTLY FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Monthly calls- Aug 2026:21 
                                  

Mission Twp: EMS    11     Fire    1     Alarms    1     Hazmat    1     MVA    1 
Center Twp:   EMS     3      Fire    0     Alarms    1     Hazmat    0     MVA    0 
Pelican Twp:  EMS     1      Fire    1     Alarms    0     Hazmat    0     MVA    0 
Mutual Aid:                       Fire    0  
 
Year to date calls for 2026:  calls   114      
 
SoŌware: 

1. First Due soŌware has been a challenge to roll out.  I expressed our displeasure with 
their implementaƟon track, and they assigned us a different implementaƟon manager 
that can train when we are available.  Tim and I have picked this up and met with our 
new implementaƟon manager on the 3rd and we will be working at geƫng our required 
NERIS reports done and submiƩed.   
   

 
Personnel:  

1) Jennifer Strack turned in her resignaƟon effecƟve September 1, 2026 
2) I submiƩed 3 new applicaƟons to Naomi for approval.  Jeff Johnson, Brandon Cluever 

and Shelby Fitch. 
a. Jeff Johnson would be medical only and is currently a paramedic with North 
b. Brandon Cluever would like to join as fire only.  This is up for discussion. 
c. Shelby Fitch at this Ɵme would like to start as medical only with possibility of 

firefighter down the road. 
3) We have two members currently going through EMT training. Vanessa Duval and Cassie 

Wolkenhauer. 
4) We have 2 members going through EMR training. Eric Klein and Sheila Bodlt. 

 
 
 



 
Budget / Purchases/Apparatus: 
I would like to get a current copy of the Fire Department budget numbers. 
 
PR / Events: 

1) We performed car extracƟon demonstraƟon\training during the CenterTownship annual 
picnic event on 8/25/2026  AND got rid of the red truck in the back of staƟon 1 at the 
same Ɵme. 

2) We had our annual pancake breakfast on Aug 15 great turnout. 

Miscellaneous: 

1. Sept 17 and Jan. 21   Sourcewell is sponsoring a free (RTF) Rescue Taskforce Training 
some members will be aƩending. 
 

2. We would like to  apply for 2 Sourcewell grants.  Need Township support and 
commitment. 

a. $50,000 Impact funds grant for a side-by-side wildland fire\rescue unit with 
fire\rescue skid, lighƟng and trailer.  

3. Grant coming up on Dec 4 for $40,000 match funds I would like to look at us geƫng 
submiƩed for a   

 
4. We will be doing future training starƟng Tuesday using the old Center Town Hall.  This is 

a valuable training facility that has not been uƟlized much in the past.  Not many 
departments have a facility like this and we would like to preserve it for years of future 
training.  We are responsible for it’s maintenance and need to discuss some roof repairs 
needed. 

 
5. I would like to open applicaƟons for an officer posiƟon that would handle truck 

maintenance upkeep, readiness checks, ensure all tools on trucks are in working order 
and stocked on trucks.  We have had a few issues lately and need this support. 
 

Department Training: 

1) 8/11: MeeƟng and Truck Checks 
2) 8/18:  First 5 minutes training.  We uƟlized the transfer staƟon site. 
3) 8/25:  Center Township extricaƟon demonstraƟon. 



MISSION TOWNSHIP 
CROW WING COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Resolution No. 2026-12 
 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING APPLICATION FOR  
SOURCEWELL PUBLIC SAFETY IMPACT FUND 

 
 

WHEREAS, Sourcewell exists to assist local governments and other community organizations to 
more efficiently provide services that deliver meaningful community benefit and improve the 
quality and safety of life for residents and the public; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mission Township is a participating agency and has previously applied for and 
received grants from Sourcewell; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Public Safety Impact Funds provides awards up to $50,000.00 per fiscal year 
with no matching funds required; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mission Township has demonstrated its commitment to the Mission Township Fire 
Department for the safety and support of our residents and the broader community including 
adding a new pumper truck, call out gear and updated radios; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mission Township Fire Department desires to apply for funding to purchase a UTV 
vehicle with trailer and a woodland skid unit with lights and radio added to the unit.  This unit 
would enable greater mobility when battling grass and forest fires; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposal meets the eligibility requirements set forth under Minnesota Statute 
123A.21, Subd 7, and serves a public safety mission; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town of Mission supports and approves of an 
application to Sourcewell for Public Safety Impact Funds to provide needed firefighting 
equipment for the Mission Township Fire Department. 
 
Adopted this 14th of September 2026. 
 
                                                                                                     BY THE TOWN BOARD 
 
 
 
Attest:______________________                                         _____________________ 
             Naomi Scott, Clerk                                                        Jon Auge, Chair 









































 

 

Mission Township 
29474 County Road 3, PO Box 126, Merrifield MN 56465 

 missiontownship.org 
Town Clerk: 218-765-4377 or missionclerk@gmail.com  

September 14, 2026 
 
SENT VIA EMAIL 
 
Chris Pence 
Environmental Services Manager 
Crow Wing County Land Services 
 
SUBJECT: Mission Township Parcel 77290629, 28565 E. Horseshoe Lake Road 
 
Chris, 
 
On behalf of our Town Board, we write to ask for clarification on Parcel 77290629 at 28565 E. Horseshoe 
Lake Road in our township. 
 
Since purchased by Seth Jackson, a commercial landscaping business, listed as Jackson Property Services 
LLC, has been operating out of the property.  There is a small sign advertising the business which has 
grown overtime.  The site now contains a storage container for equipment, a small shed, gas reservoir for 
filling trucks, and regularly has trucks & trailers parked overnight.  Crews leave and return to the property 
on workdays.  By every indication to us, a commercial landscaping business is operating from this location.   
 
In 2023, another commercial landscaping business located at Parcel 77280503, 28514 E. Horseshoe Lake 
Road.  At that time, they were required to obtain a Conditional Use Permit.  We have no objection to 
Jackson Property Services’ operation.  However, a couple of citizens have approached us regarding the 
operation considering they were notified in 2023 when the other commercial business received their CUP.  
They are asking why one business requires a CUP and another just down the road, operating a very similar 
business, does not require a CUP.   When inquiries were made of Land Services, the explanation was 
Jackson Property Services does not store landscape materials on their property, which is a differentiator. 
 
Our Town Board is seeking clarification on this situation as a matter of fairness for competing businesses. 

1. Does Jackson Property Services require a CUP for operation of a commercial landscaping business?   
2. If not, what are the criteria in the Land Use Ordinance for requiring a CUP for such businesses and 

what specifically exempts this business from the CUP requirement? 
 
Thanks for reviewing this situation and we look forward to your response. 
 
Regards, 
Mission Town Board 

 
Chair         C: Commissioner Lubke 



  

Mission Township 
29474 County Road 3, PO Box 126, Merrifield MN 56465 

 missiontownship.org 
Town Clerk: 218-765-4377 or missionclerk@gmail.com  

September 14, 2026 
 
SENT VIA EMAIL 
 
Gary Griffin, Director 
Crow Wing County Land Services 
 
SUBJECT: Tax Forfeit Property Land Sales Process – Parcel 77270512 on Upper Mission Lake 
 
Gary, 
 
Recently we had conversation regarding a tax forfeit parcel (77270512) located on Upper Mission Lake.  
In August of 2018, the Mission Town Board received notice that the County Board was considering 
classifying the parcel as “non-conservation” which is required prior to offering it for sale per MN Statute 
282.01.  Prior to doing so, the local city or township must first approve the classification and intended 
sale, with a failure to respond being considered approval.  Our understanding is the town board at that 
time did not respond to the notice.  The county board subsequently classified the parcel as “non-
conservation” and it was placed on the sale list.  However, the property did not sale and for some time 
was removed from the list at the request of the Highway Department.  Recently Land Services re-listed it 
for public auction. 
 
Our concern regarding the process is that while the single notice in 2018 met the requirements of the 
statute, much transpired in the intervening eight years that might have suggested a second look prior to 
re-listing the parcel for sale.   Among factors that might have been considered are a wholly new town 
board; a new commissioner for District 2; Mission Township’s new strong focus on land use management; 
Crow Wing County’s Comprehensive Plan revision with a stronger focus on water quality; and the 
formation of the Mission Lakes LID.  These factors by themselves may not have changed the outcome, but 
if considered, would have engaged the key stakeholders prior to re-listing the parcel.  We’ve attached a 
letter dated August 21, 2026, from the Mission Lakes Association which speaks to the importance of this 
parcel for the health of Upper Mission Lake. 
 
We respectfully request that the county review the process and consider if a “second look” might be useful 
if a parcel has been listed but unsold for a few years.  It would allow the current stakeholders who are 
accountable to their constituencies the opportunity to weigh in on the potential sale.  In our view there 
would be no harm should such a policy be implemented.  
 
Thanks for reviewing our request and we look forward to your response. 
 
Regards, 
MISSION TOWN BOARD 
Jon Auge, Chair         C: Commissioner Lubke 
 



August 21, 2026 

 

SENT VIA EMAIL 

 

Mission Township 

29474 County Road 3 

P.O. Box 126 

Merrifield, MN 56465 

 

SUBJECT:   Parcel #77270512 Auction of tax-forfeited property on Upper Mission Lake by the county  

 

Dear Board Members, 

Mission Lakes Association became aware of a tax-forfeited parcel of land, Parcel # 77270512 being 
offered for auction by CWC Land Services. The parcel of land is adjacent to property purchased by 
Mission Lakes Association in 2000. The property borders the Mission Creek which flows into Upper 
Mission Lake and includes lakeshore/riparian acreage. 

We believe this property, parcel #77270512 is sensitive to the ecology of Upper Mission Lake – which is 
listed as “protect” in the One Watershed/One Plan for the Mississippi River drainage. 

On July 30th, Mission Lakes Association emailed Chris Pence, Environmental Services Manager and 
Melissa Barrick, District Manager at CWC Land Services to ask if alternative options were available for 
Mission Lakes Association and the newly formed Mission Lake Improvement District, Land Services and 
the DNR to consider. 

On August 5th, Chris Pence replied back to our inquiry stating he had shared our request with CWC Land 
Services Director, Gary Giffin and County Administrator Debby Erickson and it was decided to keep the 
parcel in question on the auction and available to the highest bidder. 

The property straddles a “creek” which empties under County Road 109 thru a culvert into Upper 
Mission Lake. Recent and previous phosphorus levels of this effluent have been high – likely as a result 
of the large wetland it drains. Further addition of possible nutrients by development of this property 
appears counter to the “protect” status of Upper Mission Lake as outlined in the One Watershed/One 
plan documents. Financial constraints prevent the ability of the Mission Lakes Association, or the newly 
formed MissionLID to purchase this land.   

In 2000, Mission Lakes Association purchased the land across the road from this parcel, Parcel # 
77270515 which is about 4.5 acres, that also straddles the creek, in order to prevent development there. 
A large portion of Parcel #77270512 also appears to be wetland and inappropriate for sensitive 
lakeshore development.  Clemson Levelers were installed in this area years ago to prevent recurrent 
damming by beavers and submersion of a portion of County Road 109.  



In summary – we believe the sale and possible development of this parcel to be detrimental to the 
ecological health of Upper Mission Lake, and a better result would be for this property to be placed in a 
conservation easement or similar – consistent with the One Watershed/One Plan effort.  

Given the above mentioned concerns, we are requesting your assistance and guidance in this matter.  

Thank you for your consideration, 

Submitted on behalf of the Mission Lakes Improvement District and the Mission Lakes Association. 

 

John Zoia, President 

Nick Bernier, Board Member 

 

 

 

 




